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unnaturally grew alarmed.   Revolving the means at their dis-
posal, they determined to celebrate the fourth anniversary of .
the capture of the Bastille, in order to revive the republican
enthusiasm, and thereby gain power for renewed efforts against
the insurgents.

Is the reader struck with the inconsistency of their conduct?
Yes, these friends of liberty are seeking arms against liberty.
Believing that the fall of the Bastille was the fall of tyranny in
France, they deliberately turn the event to account in order to
buttress up oppression in Hayti. Amid the festivities which
were designed to aid in the subjugation of the revolted negroes,
these words were spoken by the Commissioner Polverel: " The
oppressed -were Africans whom kings and their satellites sent
to purchase, at their own hearths, of kings who had not the
right to sell them into perpetual slavery in America. The
oppressed were descendants of the Africans who, even when
they had recovered their liberty, were accounted unworthy of
the rights of man. The oppressors are all the kings who traffic
in the life and liberty of men of all countries and all colors.
The oppressors are all the traitors and brigands who wish to re-
store royalty and slavery."

This effusion of indignation against "kings and their satel-
lites " lacked one word. If " republicans " had been added, the
description would have been more correct. The statement is
illustrated by the fact that Sonthonax, another of the Commis-
sioners, in a speech delivered on the occasion, characterized the
insurgents as " a mass of vagabonds and idlers, who will neither1
cultivate the land nor defend the cultivators," and whom it was
a primary duty to reduce and compel to resume their toils.

The treacherous favors offered to" the blacks by the Commis-
sion had offended and alienated the colonists. At the town of
Je'remie, in the extreme northwest of the Southern Department,
the planters had even formed an encampment hostile to the
civil authority. They had, moreover, driven from the towns of
. the district the men of color who had taken refuge in Les
Cayes, on the southern side of the same tongue of land. Son- to the spot, leaving the command to
